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Richard Hutten, Thing 10, 2001
Solid birch, edition 1/3, 77,5 × 39,5 × 240,5 cm 
Thierry Barbier-Mueller Collection © Patrick Goetelen
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Drawing by Robert Wilson, A chair and you, 2021
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A chair and you
28.10.2022–05.02.2023

mudac is honoured to host one of the largest private collections of artist, 
designer and architect chairs in the world. This collection, initiated in the 1990s, is full 
of original seating designs and its owner, Thierry Barbier-Mueller, has taken the step of 
presenting it to the public after more than 20 years of confidential passion.

 The quality of this ensemble is unique and goes far beyond the usual 
typology of chairs: innovative research and formal designs, the use and assembly 
of experimental materials, and the interplay of scale and function characterises this 
bountiful collection.

The chair is in essence the emblematic object of the design field and designers 
have all tackled it at least once in their career, exploring its limits and reinterpreting it to 
put their own take and signature on it. The chair embodies tension between aesthetics 
and use, and a musicality whose range of possibilities is infinite.

 The variations and tempos have captivated Thierry Barbier-Mueller’s 
attention for this evident and necessary functional object. Faced with such a rich and 
diversified corpus, and in order to give each chair its own specificity, famous American 
director Robert Wilson was asked to design immersive and exceptional scenography, 
borrowed from the repertoire of performing arts. Through him, the mudac exhibition 
reads like an immense opera in several scenes. The semantic vocabulary shifts, the 
producer in the person of the collector makes the corpus available, and the director 
makes a selection and directs the actors/chairs in stage sets and atmospheres where 
sound and light amplify the dramaturgy of the narrative. mudac thus gets to offer a 
brand-new piece of theatre with its first major exhibition on its 1500 m2 stage, in the 
heart of the Plateforme 10 arts district.

A chair and you presents this object in four acts in scenic situations that reveal 
the history of design from the 1960s to the present day.

Curators 
For mudac :
Chantal Prod’Hom
Susanne Hilpert Stuber

For the Barbier-Mueller Museum Foundation : 
Thierry Barbier-Mueller
Charlotte Savolainen-Mailler
Cyrielle Vignacourt
Patricia Miura Satow

Scenography
Robert Wilson
Annick Lavallée-Benny

Coordination
Magali Conus
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In the 1990s, Thierry Barbier-Mueller was fascinated by the creativity, freshness 
and tremendous explosion of spontaneity of designers such as Ron Arad, Tom Dixon 
and André Dubreuil. These creators moved away from the fashionable, mercantile 
and overdone effects sometimes found in the visual arts, to concentrate on unique 
handcrafted pieces. The authenticity and uniqueness of these pieces appealed to 
him. He then bought his first chair, and this marked the beginning of a passion that 
would never leave him. His acquisitions grew spontaneously as he met and discovered 
new designers until they became a fully-fledged collection of more than six hundred 
and fifty chairs from the 1960s to the present day. The collection includes works by 
international designers such as Ettore Sottsass, Pol Quadens, Shiro Kuramata and 
Maarten Baas, as well as visual artists such as Donald Judd, Niki de Saint Phalle, 
Lawrence Weiner and Franz West.

Consisting of about two-thirds unique pieces, prototypes or works from small, 
limited editions, the collection reflects this interest in atypical objects, outside the 
usual niches of industrial design. Barbier-Mueller is above all fascinated in the object 
itself, its uniqueness and plasticity, the humour it evokes or its materiality.

The Thierry Barbier-Mueller
Collection

Views from the Thierry Barbier-Mueller Collection
© Nicolas Polli



Press kit March 2022 5

Far from the idea of putting together a scientific and exhaustive corpus on the 
contemporary history of the chair, Barbier-Mueller is interested in everything that 
emerges as unique and new in this field. Contrary to his collection of contemporary art 
initiated in the early 1980s, the common thread of his collection is above all the chair, 
while the identity of the creator takes a back seat.

This collection brings together the work of internationally renowned designers, 
as well as young, little-known designers of all nationalities. These unusual objects 
illustrate conceptual and experimental production in terms of form and materials, on 
the art and sculpture spectrum.

 Until now, this collection has remained rather confidential, mainly visible to 
a few people close to him, artists, researchers or museum curators. Barbier-Mueller 
has built up his collection in a personal and intimate way, unattracted by the pomp and 
circumstance of the current art world. It is partly to honour these artists and to allow 
these objects to be appreciated by all, that he has decided to exhibit them at mudac.

The exhibition A chair and you offers a glimpse of this collection of original objects 
that represent a history of contemporary design. A catalogue of around 400 pages 
published by Lars Mueller Publishers GmbH in October 2022 documents the entire 
chair collection.

Maarten Baas, Sculpt Stainless Steel Dining Chair, 2007
Sandblasted stainless steel, edition 4/8 + 2 E.A.
84 × 40 × 43 cm 
Thierry Barbier-Mueller Collection © Patrick Goetelen

Stefan Wewerka, Klassenraum, 1971
Red lacquered wood, edition 17/40, 70 x 68 x 40 cm
Thierry Barbier-Mueller Collection © Patrick Goetelen
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BIOGRAPHY
Born in 1960, Thierry Barbier-Mueller is the youngest of the three sons of Monique 

and Jean Paul Barbier-Mueller. The descendant of a formidable line of collectors, his 
grandfather, Josef Mueller, had already laid the foundations for a passion for the art of 
his time and built up an important collection of modern art by artists such as Ferdinand 
Hodler, Cuno Amiet, Auguste Renoir and Paul Cézanne. The Kunstmuseum Solothurn 
still exhibits some of the masterpieces collected by this patron of the arts and his 
sister Gertrud Dübi-Müller, who was Ferdinand Hodler’s muse. The Barbier-Mueller 
Museum in Geneva presents the collections of art of the world’s cultures constituted 
by Josef and enriched by Monique and Jean Paul Barbier-Mueller.

Thierry Barbier-Mueller is a graduate of the Law Faculty of the University of 
Geneva, a promoter and manager, a publisher, a collector of contemporary art and 
design and the father of five children. In 1984 he joined the Société Privée de Gérance, 
founded by his father in 1960, and became its Managing Director in the 1990s. He has 
since created the SPG Literary Prize and is also a member of the Swiss Collectors 
Association and the International Council of the Museum of Modern Art.

Thierry Barbier-Mueller in front of a work by Silvia Baechli
© Pedro Neto
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Manfred Kielnhofer, Interlux Chair, 2002
Plexiglas and neon, unique piece, 96 × 86 × 166 cm 
Thierry Barbier-Mueller Collection © Patrick Goetelen

Boris Dennler, Siège radiateur, 2012
Radiator and painted metal, hand folded
Unique piece, 77 × 60 × 80 cm
Thierry Barbier-Mueller Collection © Patrick Goetelen

Charles Kaisin, Hairy Chair, 2011
Wood, glue, paper strips, edition 8/20, 82 × 78 × 80 cm 
Thierry Barbier-Mueller Collection © Patrick Goetelen
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Choi Byung-Hoon, Afterimage 01-105, 2001
Black imitation leather, stainless steel, granite 
Unique piece, 61 × 55 × 195 cm
Thierry Barbier-Mueller Collection © Patrick Goetelen

Philipp Aduatz, Melting Chair, 2011
Fiberglass with silver coating 
Edition of 12 + 3 E.A., 81 × 93 × 99 cm
Thierry Barbier-Mueller Collection © Patrick Goetelen

Stefan Zwicky, Grand Confort, Sans Confort, 
Dommage à Corbu, 1980
Concrete and steel, edition 32/35, 67 × 75,5 × 70 cm 
Thierry Barbier-Mueller Collection © Patrick Goetelen
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Arik Levy, Abstraction, 2010
Stainless steel, edition 1/8 + 2 E.A. + 2 prototypes 
86 × 40 × 48 cm
Thierry Barbier-Mueller Collection © Patrick Goetelen

André Dubreuil, Tabouret, 1986
Wrought iron, unique piece, 76 × 100 × 44 cm
Thierry Barbier-Mueller Collection © Patrick Goetelen

YKSI design, Bamboo Chair, 2007
Bamboo steel, prototype 1/10, 85 × 52 × 70 cm
Thierry Barbier-Mueller Collection © Patrick Goetelen
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Scenography by Robert Wilson 
To underline the sculptural character of the elements of the Thierry Barbier-Mueller 
collection, the great American director and artist Robert Wilson was entrusted with the 
scenography. This exceptional scenography plunges the public into immersive worlds 
where the chairs are treated as the protagonists of a performing arts show. Sound, 
light and sets provide a unique way to discover the iconic design object that is the 
chair and its many variations.

BIOGRAPHY
Born in Waco, Texas, Wilson is among the world’s foremost theatre and visual 

artists. His works for the stage unconventionally integrate a wide variety of artistic 
media, including dance, movement, lighting, sculpture, music and text. His images are 
aesthetically striking and emotionally charged, and his productions have earned the 
acclaim of audiences and critics worldwide.

After being educated at the University of Texas and Brooklyn’s Pratt Institute, 
Wilson founded the New York-based performance collective The Byrd Hoffman School 
of Byrds in the mid-1960s, and developed his first signature works, including Deafman 
Glance (1970) and A Letter for Queen Victoria (1974-1975). With Philip Glass he wrote the 
seminal opera Einstein on the Beach (1976).

Wilson’s artistic collaborations include many writers and musicians such as 
Heiner Müller, Tom Waits, Susan Sontag, Laurie Anderson, William Burroughs, Lou Reed, 
Jessye Norman and Anna Calvi. He has also left his imprint on masterworks such as 
Beckett’s Krapp’s Last Tape, Brecht/Weill’s Threepenny Opera, Debussy’s Pelléas et 
Melisande, Goethe’s Faust, Homer’s Odyssey, Jean de la Fontaine’s Fables, Puccini’s 
Madama Butterfly, Verdi’s La Traviata and Sophocles’ Oedipus.

Wilson’s drawings, paintings and sculptures have been presented around the 
world in hundreds of solo and group exhibitions, and his works are held in private 
collections and museums throughout the world.

Wilson has been honoured with numerous awards for excellence, including 
a Pulitzer Prize nomination, two Premio Ubu awards, the Golden Lion of the Venice 
Biennale, and an Olivier Award. He was elected to the American Academy of Arts 
and Letters, as well as the German Academy of the Arts, and holds eight Honorary 
Doctorate degrees. France pronounced him Commander of the Order of Arts and 
Letters (2003) and Officer of the Legion of Honour (2014); Germany awarded him the 
Officer’s Cross of the Order of Merit (2014).

Wilson is the founder and Artistic Director of The Watermill Centre, a laboratory for 
the Arts in Water Mill, New York.
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SCENOGRAPHY BY ROBERT WILSON IN A MUSEUM CONTEXT
In 2018, he curated and designed a large retrospective on Max Ernst, called 

The Hat Makes the Man, at the Max Ernst Museum near Cologne, Germany. In 2013 
Wilson was “Artiste invite” at the Louvre Museum in Paris. In this capacity he curated 
and designed the exhibitions Living Rooms and Lady Gaga Video Portraits. Many 
of his video portraits have been shown all over the world in over 70 solo and group 
exhibitions since 2005, notably at PS1 New York, Hamburger Kunsthalle, ZKM, Onassis 
Cultural Centre and Villa Panza. In 2004 he created the exhibition Images of the 
Body. The Museum Interpreted by Robert Wilson for the Barbier-Mueller Museum in 
Barcelona. For the Vitra Design Museum, he designed a retrospective on designer 
Isamu Noguchi in 2001, which then toured internationally, including to the Noguchi 
Garden Museum in New York. His installation 14 Stations was shown in 2000-2001 in 
Oberammergau, Germany, and at MASS MoCA. 
Previous exhibition designs and website of the artist : robertwilson.com

« [Robert Wilson is] a towering figure in 
the world of experimental theatre and an 
explorer in the uses of time and space
on stage. »
— The New York Times

Portrait of Robert Wilson
© Yiorgos Kaplanidis

http://robertwilson.com
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Partners

Main partner
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Practical information

Opening: Thursday 27 October from 18h
 → Official ceremony at 18h30

Exhibition dates
 → From Friday 28 October 2022 to Sunday 5 February 2023

Opening hours
 → Monday and Wednesday : 10h00 - 18h00
 → Thursday : 10h00 - 20h00
 → Friday to Sunday : 10h00 - 18h00
 → Tuesday : Closed
 → Free admission on the first Saturday of the month

mudac
musée de design et d’arts  
appliqués contemporains
Place de la Gare 17
CH - 1003 Lausanne
+41 21 318 44 00
mudac@plateforme10.ch

#mudaclausanne
mudac.ch
plateforme10.ch
 @mudac.design.museum
 @mudaclausanne

Media contact
Sylvie Rottmeier
Communications Officer
+41 21 318 43 59 
presse.mudac@plateforme10.ch

HD visuals
mudac.ch/presse/
Password: presse2022

Please contact us for any further information.


