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Seguso Archimede (for Archimede 
Seguso), Elephant, circa 1960 M.V.M. Cappellin Octopus, 1930

Saint-Cloud, département des Hauts-de-Seine, musée du Grand Siècle, 
donation Pierre Rosenberg © CD92 / Philippe Abergel

Saint-Cloud, département des Hauts-de-Seine, musée du Grand Siècle, 
donation Pierre Rosenberg © CD92 / Philippe Abergel
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Curation Amélie Bannwart

Scientific collaboration Diane Maechler

Exhibition design Nathalie Opris

Graphic design - communication Enen Studio

Film Tapio Snellman

mudac hosts a vibrant menagerie, showcasing more than 300 glass 
animals from the Pierre Rosenberg Collection. Beyond the technical 
skill of the glass artists, the exhibition explores our ambivalent 
relationship with the living world. The diversity of forms and 
expressions attributed to these animals reveals not only our curiosity 
and desire to understand wildlife, but also our impulse to control its 
image and to domesticate it.

Seguso Livio (pour Seguso Arte Vetro), 
Elephant with white stripes, circa 1970

Saint-Cloud, département des Hauts-de-Seine, musée du Grand Siècle, 
donation Pierre Rosenberg © CD92 / Philippe Abergel
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Collected by Pierre Rosenberg since 
the 1960s through a deliberately 
intuitive and subjective approach, 
these pieces bear witness to a 
fascination with glass animals and 
to the legacy of three generations 
of Venetian artists. They exemplify a 
creative freedom oscillating between 
extreme stylisation and meticulous 
naturalism. Felines, birds, insects 
and fish appear stylised, frozen in 
glass, yet always imbued with a 
strong and distinctive personality.

Through their countless postures, 
these works reveal less about the 
animals themselves than about 
the way we perceive them, how we 
capture their defining features and 
shape their image. Filtered through 
the prism of our imagination, these 
animals move away from their 
original form to inhabit our interiors 
and become part of our everyday 
domestic lives.

Created especially for the exhibition, 
the film The Invisible Menagerie by 
Tapio Snellman opens the doors to 
Pierre Rosenberg’s Venetian palace. 
The glass animals appear there in 
the environment they inhabit, that of 
their collector, who has taken care to 
position them in every corner of the 
architecture, so that they permeate 
the atmosphere of the place entirely.

It is within this zone of tension that 
Murano’s glass animals reside. 
Far from being anecdotal, these 
works distil far deeper questions: 
contemplation of the living world or a 
projection of ourselves? Fascination 
or domestication? By multiplying 
forms, distinctive features and 
postures, these pieces do not offer a 
definitive truth about our relationship 
with animals but instead stage the 
cultural imagination through which 
that relationship is shaped. Through 
the sheer abundance of these 
animal figures, the exhibition reveals 
just how far this ordering of the living 
world is from being neutral. It reflects 
a gaze that relocates living beings 
into a framework that is no longer 
theirs, but ours.

By placing this bestiary within the 
museum – a space dedicated to 
preserving, classifying and exhibiting 
objects – mudac reinterprets the 
conventions of the display case in 
order to subvert them. The gaze shifts 
from the animal being observed to 
the human who observes it, revealing 
the very mechanisms that underpin 
our ambiguous relationship.

Anonymous for Seguso Vetri d’Arte, 
Basset, circa 1937

Saint-Cloud, département des Hauts-de-Seine, musée du Grand Siècle, 
donation Pierre Rosenberg © CD92 / Philippe Abergel
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mudac pays tribute to Isao Takahata, a major figure in animated cinema, 
through an exhibition retracing his career, from Heidi, Girl of the Alps 
(1974) and Grave of the Fireflies (1988) to The Tale of The Princess Kaguya 
(2013). Note-books, storyboards, original drawings, cels, and film and 
video excerpts accompany this journey into the heart of his work. 

Co-founder of Studio Ghibli alongside Hayao Miyazaki in 1985, Takahata 
(1935–2018) developed a body of work that is at once exacting, poetic and 
pioneering since the 1960s. Through his deeply humanistic vision, narra-
tive sensitivity and daring formal approach, he liberated animation from 
its traditional codes and turned it as an art form in its own right, reco-
gnised for what he himself called “the invention of animated reality”. 

The exhibition also highlights an entirely new aspect of Takahata’s career: 
his special ties with Switzerland and the West, particularly through the 
iconic series Heidi, Girl of the Alps (1974), revealing his role as a cultural 
bridge between worlds. 

Press kit and HD visuals available for download on mudac.ch/presse

Heidi © Studio 100 International

At the same time at mudac
Isao Takahata

24.04 — 27.09.2026

Curation Kazuyoshi Tanaka (Studio Ghibli) 

Scientific advisory Ilan Nguyên (MEMA)

Exhibition design Naoto Ishizu

Graphic design - exhibition & d’eau fraîche - Mathilde Damour

Graphic design - communication Office for Typography
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Opening night of the film cycle The Spirit of 
Ghibli at the Cinémathèque suisse
Saturday, May 2 at 8:30 pm

To open the cycle dedicated to Isao 
Takahata, the Swiss Cinematheque is colla-
borating with mudac to present a special 
evening at the Capitole, featuring a scree-
ning of Pom Poko (1994), introduced by 
Marco Costantini, director of mudac.
⚫	 Registration required

Illustrated concert – Night Train in the 
Milky Way
Sunday, May 3, 4–5 pm

Plateforme 10 and BDFIL present an illus-
trated concert inspired by Night Train in the 
Milky Way, the cult work by Kenji Miyazawa 
(1927). Travel through live illustrations by 
Adrien Demont, accompanied by ambient/
post-rock soundscapes by Takuma Shindo.
⚫	 Free, no registration required

Discovery afternoon: animals and glass
Saturday, May 30, 2–5:30 pm

Sonja Bischofberger will introduce you to 
torch-based glass sculpture, and you will also 
have the opportunity to try balloon sculpting 
to create small creatures. Micro-tours of the 
exhibition What about us? are also part of the 
program.
⚫	 No registration required

Introductory manga workshop
Saturday, June 13, 2–4 pm

Learn how to draw manga characters. Artists 
and professionals from the Cordeb’Art school 
will guide you through this visual style and its 
techniques.
⚫	 Registration required

Fête de la Musique “spécial Japon“
Sunday, June 21, 12–6 pm

As part of its exhibition dedicated to Isao 
Takahata, co-founder of Studio Ghibli, 
mudac invites you to celebrate music at 
Plateforme 10 and discover local artists ins-
pired by Japan.
⚫	 Free, no registration required

Open-air Locarno Film Festival
Saturday, July 11 to Friday, July 17

For its fifth edition, the open-air event orga-
nized by the Locarno Film Festival and 
Plateforme 10 celebrates the legacy of this 
genius of Japanese animation with an 
exceptional program.
⚫	 Registration required

Origami workshop
Saturday, August 29, 2–4 pm

Inspired by the world of the great master of 
Japanese animation, learn the art of ori-
gami. You will create traditional paper fol-
dings with the guidance of artist Akiko 
Kikutani Amiguet.
⚫	 Registration required

Lecture by Claude Hauser: “Heidi between 
Alpine Switzerland and Japan: what story 
lies behind the icon?”
Thursday, September 10, 6–7 pm

Throughout the 20th century, Heidi appears 
as a central figure in the circulation of 
images of Alpine Switzerland in Japan. 
Claude Hauser, professor of contemporary 
history at the University of Fribourg, 
explores this influence on tourism and 
Swiss-Japanese exchanges.
⚫	 Free, registration required

Public programm

Find all the events and conferences related to the exhibition, as well as practical information,
prices and registration details at mudac.ch.
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Main partners for the construction

Partners

Partners of the exhibition

This exhibition has been made possible thanks to generous lendings from Pierre Rosenberg 
and the Musée du Grand Siècle.  

We would also like to thank Giordana Naccari (L’Angolo del Passato) and Le Stanze del 
Vetro, Venice, for their support. 
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mudac

museum of Contemporary Design and Applied Arts
Plateforme 10, Quartier des arts
Place de la Gare 17, CH – 1003 Lausanne

+ 41 21 318 44 00
mudac.ch
mudac@plateforme10.ch

@mudaclausanne
#mudaclausanne

Opening hours

Monday
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Sunday

10 am – 6 pm
Closed
10 am – 6 pm
10 am – 8 pm
10 am – 6 pm
10 am – 6 pm
10 am – 6 pm

Visuel de couverture : Barovier & Toso, Fox terrier, 1947. 
Courtesy LE STANZE DEL VETRO © Enrico Fiorese

Press conference for the two exhibitions
Wednesday 22 April 2026, from 2 pm

Exhibition opening
Thursday 23 April 2026

Tarifs
Visitors are invited to take advantage of the “1 ticket-3 museums” offer
to visit all the exhibitions at Plateforme 10. Valid for 3 months.
⚫	 Full price: CHF 25
⚫	 Reduced price: CHF 19
⚫	 Duo (visit for two) : CHF 38
⚫	 Free for under-26s
Free admission on the first Saturday of the month

Media contact
Sylvie Rottmeier
Head of Marketing - Communication
T    +41 21 318 43 59
E    presse.mudac@plateforme10.ch

Press
Press kit and HD images available for download at the adress:
mudac.ch/presse


